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Summit Park Elementary School students will develop excellence in academics, character, and
habits of mind by participating in engaging learning experiences that promote 21st century skills.

June is a bittersweet time of year, balancing the excitement of the approaching summer break 
along with the many goodbyes that need to be made. We bid our 5th graders farewell and good luck 
in their transition to middle school. We also wished a very fond farewell and a huge “thank you” to 
Mrs. Donna Rothman, who is retiring after 20 years of teaching. We will miss her and wish her 
much happiness in her retirement. 
It has been a pleasure working with your children and observing their tremendous growth. Thank 
you for your ongoing support throughout this year. We are already in the planning phase for all 
the exciting changes for the 2016-2017 school year! Please read the newsletter carefully as it will 
provide you with insight as to what those changes will entail.
Summit Park has received three additional relocatable classrooms for next year. Although this 
necessitated the trimming of a large shade tree and the removal of the bucketball hoop, it places 
our students closer to the main building. Additional cameras have already been installed to provide 
additional safety for our students and staff. We are most appreciative of the responsiveness of 
the Board of Education and Dr. Dance in providing short-term remedies to make our students safe 
and comfortable as we anxiously await the building of our new school building in 2019.
The Back to School Letter will be mailed home in early August. The mailing label of the Back to 
School letter will include the name of your student’s homeroom teacher. Students will be placed in 
homerooms that contain a balance of males/females, academic performance levels, and 
social/emotional considerations. Save the mailing label with the name of your child’s teacher.  
Look for information about our Open House and New Family Picnic in this mailing. 
You can find the 2016-2017 school supply list and other school updates on the Summit Park 
website: http://summitparkes.bcps.org/
The 2016 – 2017 school year calendar may be accessed at:
http://www.bcps.org/calendars/next_year_calendar.html. As you make your plans for next year, 
please avoid scheduling vacations when school is in session.

The first day of school is Wednesday, August 24, 2016, for grades 1-5. (Kindergarten students will 
be on a gradual entry schedule and will start their first full day on Tuesday, August 30, 2016. A 
letter will be sent to each new kindergarten family at the end of July with more information). School 
hours remain the same: 8:45 a.m.—3:15 p.m.
Have a fun summer with your families! The school office is open during the summer so feel free 
to stop in or call if you need anything. We wish everyone a safe, fun and relaxing summer!
SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
REGISTRATION HOURS
8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

http://summitparkes.bcps.org/
http://www.bcps.org/calendars/next_year_calendar.html
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As schools across the country look to incorporate ways to create excitement 
around STEM subjects, Maker Labs have emerged as dedicated spaces that foster 

creativity and innovation. 

For those not familiar with the Maker Movement, it is a way for students to make 
the connection between learning, thinking, and doing. The purpose of the lab is to 

encourage creativity and offer students opportunities to tinker and invent, 
encourage mistakes and accepting failure as a means for learning. With this in mind, 

there are three areas we would like for you to think about: 

Fail Forward- The Maker Movement removes the stigma of failure by reinforcing the notion that 
we learn from failure and that through failure comes success. 

Active Classrooms- Maker Education classrooms are active classrooms that engage students in 
the learning process.  The Maker Movement advocates that it is crucial to emphasize creativity 

and curiosity, and to do so in an active, not passive, setting.

Design Thinking- This term relates to specific cognitive activities that occur in the brain during the  
process of designing or re-designing something.  A Maker’s Lab allows for a designated space to 

tinker, invent, and design. 

We envision both project-based usage of the space that falls within the context of 
an existing curricular area, as well as more free-form use by students. 
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If you are able, we would be so appreciative of any donation that you 
are able to provide.  The items that we are in need of are: 

• Binder clips

• Sewing supplies- needles, thread, scissors, fabric

• Building blocks and sets- Legos, K’nex, Tinker toys, 

Magnet building sets

• Cable ties

• Cardboard boxes (flattened) 

• Cardboard tubes (wrapping paper, toilet paper, paper 

towel, etc.) 

• Paper- wrapping paper, cardstock, construction paper, 

printer paper, scrapbook paper

• Post-it Notes (3 in. by 3 in. size)

• Empty coffee cans

• Stack of paper cups or Styrofoam cups 

• Drop cloths (canvas, reusable) 

• Fabric

• Felt 

• Foam sheets

• Globe drink lids 

• Gloves- plastic, cloth, leather

• Glue- super glue, Elmer’s, wood, hot glue sticks

• Leftover paints- latex interior, acrylics, tempera, etc. 

• Markers, pencils, crayons, paint

• Measuring tape (10 ft. or longer)

• Old door knobs

• Old rubber erasers (does not need to be in good 

condition) 

• Paint brushes, sponges, flat applicators, etc. for applying 

paint

• Plastic flexible tubing- large and small diameter

• Play-Doh

• Popsicle sticks 

• Scissors

• Springs- any shape and size

• String- rope, thread, twine, ribbon, yarn, etc. 

• Tape- duct tape (all colors, designs), electrical, 

copper, scotch, masking, etc. 

• Tools- hammers, screwdrivers, nail punch, wire 

stripper, pliers

• Clean wood pieces- dowels, skewers, toothpicks, 

flat boards, etc. 

• Wine corks  

• Cotton balls

• Playing cards 

• Batteries- various sizes

Donations can be dropped off 
over the summer office 
hours (9:00 until 3:00).  

Thank you for your 
generosity!
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T R A N S I T I O N  Y E A R  R E S I D E N C Y  V E R I F I C A T I O N
Baltimore County Public Schools’ policy requires that all students transitioning from 
Grade 5 to 6 and Grade 8 to 9 re-verify residency prior to the start of the school 

year. Letters were sent home to all Grade 5 parents the week of April 22. 
Provisions for student enrollment and attendance are outlined in Board of Education 

Policy and Superintendent’s Rule 5150, STUDENTS: Enrollment and Attendance. 
Please be advised that failure to provide transition year residency verification by 

June 24 will result in the withdrawal of your child for the coming school year. Thank 
you for your cooperation to ensure compliance with Baltimore County Public Schools 

Policy and Rule 5150.

Lunch money account balances will be carried forward to 
next year. If you want a refund, send a note to the 

Office of Food and Nutrition, 1946R Greenspring Drive, 
Timonium, MD 21093. Please include your child’s name, 
school, grade, address, and daytime phone. A refund 

check will be sent to you during the summer. If you are 
in arrears, Ms. Cates would appreciate prompt payment 

before the end of the year. Thank you.

C A M P  I N V E N T I O N
“Camp Invention,” directed by Summit Park’s Mrs. St. Clair and taught by Summit 

Park teachers, is coming to Summit Park during the week of June 27– July 1! 
Children who are going into 1st grade through 6th grade are eligible to apply. They 

will spend their days participating in unbelievable action, brainstorming, and hands-
on activities! Only a few slots are still open. Make sure to register by visiting 

www.campinvention.org or call 800.968.4332.

http://www.campinvention.org/
tel:800.968.4332
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TA K E  C H A R G E  O F  E D U C A T I O N / TA R G E T  P R O G R A M
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Take 

Charge of Education rewards program through Target 
this year. We collected $581.22 which will be used 

toward student incentives and cultural activities for the 
students.

Fourth quarter report cards were sent 
home with students today, June 17th. 
If your child was not present, you can 
pick it up in the front office during the 

summer. 

O N  Y O U R  M A R K ,  G E T  S E T ,  R E A D !
Baltimore County Public Library has a free summer reading program for you, no 

matter what your age! Game boards are available at any BCPL branch beginning on 
Monday, June 20 and ending on Sunday, August 14. Read 4 books or for 4 hours 
and earn a sticker. Win prizes by collecting 4 stickers. Come join the fun! Read 

books! Win Prizes! Make a craft! Attend a program! www.BCPL.info/summerreading
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N U R S E ’ s  N E W S

Stomachaches/abdominal pain is a common occurrence in school aged children.  
Most often, it occurs with constipation and/or emotional upset. Constipation is pain in 
the lower section of the abdomen and may occur when a child doesn’t drink enough 

fluids, and lack’s a diet of fresh fruits, vegetables and fiber.  This also occurs 
frequently in the winter months when children are less active and not drinking 

enough water.  
When children are under unusual stress, abdominal pain may be present.  According 

to the American Academy of Pediatrics, “pain may tend to come and go over a 
period of more than a week, often associated with activity that is stressful or 
unpleasant.”  Usually there aren’t any other symptoms such as fever, vomiting, 

coughing, or diarrhea. 
Strep throat and urinary tract infections are also associated with 
abdominal pain.  A low grade fever may occur, but health care 

professionals may quickly test for both of these infections and easily
treat them.   If your child seems to experience frequent stomachaches,

please contact your health care provider or give me a call to assist.
Please provide water bottles for your child as the 
weather gets warmer.  It is important for them to 

stay hydrated as they go  outside for recess and gym.

L I B R A R Y  G I F T  F U N D
In honor of their birthdays the following students donated books to our library: 
Alexander A., Milena A., Stanislav B., Alexander B., Jonah G., Noel “JR” G., Khloe K., 

Connor K., Prajna L., Zachary L., Brandon R., and Avi S. We appreciate their donations 
and the books are available for all students to enjoy. We send happy birthday wishes 

and special thanks to each of these students.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
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P T A  N E W S
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S :

Kindergarten Social- Wednesday August 3 at 6pm. All incoming
kindergarteners are invited to join us for a casual playdate on the Summit Park 
playground. Follow Summit Park on Facebook for any additional information or 
weather related changes. 
The PTA thanks all our families and teachers for an amazing year!! We had an 
exciting year with many new programs like the Read-a-thon, Kids Helping 
Hopkins Dance, Project Linus and many of our favorite events like Spring Fling, 
Movie Night and PJ’s and BINGO. The PTA sponsored 4 assemblies, donated to 
5th grade graduation and field trips, provided mice for our devices, playground 
equipment, helped furnish new classrooms, and donated treats for Teacher 
Appreciation. Thank you to all those families who joined the PTA, who 
volunteered, and who supported us with donations!! Special thanks to the PTA 
Board- Sheri Gordon, Lindsay Klatsky, Beth Armacost, Melissa Roth and Dori
Chait who will all be returning to their positions next year. Please like Summit 
Park’s Facebook page for summer updates and please email if you have any 
questions at spesptapres@gmail.com. Thanks for a great 2015-2016 school 
year!!! Have a wonderful summer and see you in August!!!

C O U N S E L O R ’ S  C O R N E R

Thank you for the wonderful opportunity to work 
with your children this year.  Good luck to our fifth 

grade students who will be moving on to middle 
school…you will be missed!  Have a fun and safe 

summer!

mailto:spesptapres@gmail.com
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Wednesday, August 3
PTA Kindergarten Social – 6:00 p.m.

Monday, August 22
New Family Picnic  - 5:00 – 6:30 p.m.
All students and their families are invited to join us for ice cream and 
fun.
Kindergarten Back To School Information Night- immediately following 
the New Family Picnic

Tuesday, August 23
Administrator Meet and Greet 10:30-11:00 a.m.
Open House- 11:00 a.m. – 12 noon

Wednesday, August 24
First Day of School— Grades 1-5
(Kindergarten is on a gradual entry 
schedule, Wednesday-Friday- letters will go out
the end of July)

Tuesday, August 30
Volunteer Orientation 6:30 p.m.
Back To School Information Night-
Grades 4 & 5

Thursday, September 1
Volunteer Orientation 6:30 p.m.
Back To School Information Night-
Grades 1, 2 & 3
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S T E M  F A I R  A N D  S A F E  R A C E R  C O U N T Y W I D E  R E S U LT S
The Baltimore County Safe Racer and STEM Fair was held on Saturday, May 14, at 
Parkville High School. Congratulations to Flash Fox Eggs, our Safe Racer team, for 
their 2nd place performance in the Northwest Region competition. The STEM Fair 

saw more than 100 fourth grade students and 100 fifth grade students from all 
over the county present their projects. Students’ work was reviewed, and they 

answered questions from three different judges. We are excited to announce that 
in 5th grade, Emma Hsieh earned a regional grand prize medal for her project and 
performance. In 4th grade, Tegan Hakim earned the overall grand prize medal for 

his project and performance. We are very proud of all of the students who 
represented our school for their accomplishments!

S T E M  F A I R  W I N N E R S
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S U M M E R T I M E  T I P S  F R O M  Y O U R  S U M M I T  P A R K  S L P  T E A C H E R S
Looking for some fun, quick ideas that you could do with your kids to help you keep 

up the speech practicing, while also developing sound awareness, reading, and 
language skills and still enjoying summer fun?

Everything from car and flashlight games to sidewalk chalk- go to this link at 
Mommy Speech Therapy for some excellent and engaging summer activities:

http://mommyspeechtherapy.com/?p=2676

We hope you enjoy the summer fun with your children! 

Wendy Espeland and Harriet Horwitz

S A F E  R A C E R  T E A M - F L A S H  F O X  E G G S

http://mommyspeechtherapy.com/?p=2676
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